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L1zurzxant Coroner Macizop returned to 
England in September, 1788; after having ſerved 
| © the Company 20 years in India. | 
Soon after his arrival, he diſcovered that he ran 
a great riſk of loſing the principal part of his 
property, which his agents in India had remit- 
ted through a foreign channel. 
This obliged him to make a voyage to Liſbon 
in 1789 but he was not then able to recover a 
ſhilling of his property. | 
In the following year, 1790, he made a ſecond 
voyage to Liſbon; and after a moſt vexatious 
negotiation, .and with the loſs of a conſiderable 
part of the ſum which he had at ſtake, he received 
bills on England for the remainder. 
In November, 1790, about a month after * 
return from Liſbon, he received a letter from the 
Company's Secretary, deſiring he would take his 
paſſage for India by one 8 early ſhips of that ſea- ; 


LN 


ſon. He W in courſe of poſt, declaring his 


promptitude to obey the orders of the Court of 
Directors; and accordingly repaired to London 


for that purpoſe; but ſoon after his arrival there, 


accounts reached him that his family had been 
viſited by a dangerous ſickneſs; and his property 


ſtill remaining in a fate of inſecurity, he could 
not proceed for India in the beginning of 1791. 
| —Theſe embarraſſing circumſtances being ſome- 
what removed, he wrote to Mr. Secretary V, 


, 


in a September of that your as s follows : : 


Fe The particular ſituation of my affairs having 
« rendered it impoſſible for me to go for India a 


few months ago, I beg leave to ſolicit your 


A 


& friendly advice and aſſiſtance, to prevent any 
obſtacle to my retaining my rank in the Com- 
e pany's ſervice. I have now my matters ſo ar- 
85 ranged, that I am ready, on the ſhorteſt warn- 
* ing, to volunteer in any manner .that can 5 


cc ſuppoſed to contribute to the public ſervice.“ 


6 


- 


To the above, the Secretary anſwered, that no 
opportunity appeared to him of going out to 
India at that time; and adviſed Lieut. Col. Mac- 
leod to wait until the then enſuing ſhipping ſea- 
fon. And l it is not to be doubted but he would 
have been permiited to return to India in 1792, 


LT ee eee ee AIRY" 2 * 4 RN oy 6 : . N reer e ** 


C31 
as were other officers,* but he did not come for- 
ward that ſeaſon, becauſe he was confident the war 
would be over in India before he could get thither 
by any of the ſhips of 1792; and he alſo: knew 
that, like the officers alluded to, he wonld be an 
uſeleſs ſupernumerary when no ſervice was going 
on. | 
Lieut. Col. Maeleod never did relinquiſh his 
rank in the Company's ſervice; on the contrary, 
he held himſelf in readineſs to return to his duty 
in India, from and after the date of his letter of 
September, 1791, to the Secretary. And, more- 
over, not having reſided five years in Europe, 
from the period of his arrival in England on the 
z0th September, 1788, to the 2d July, 17799, 
when his Petition to return to his duty in the ſer- 
vice (ſtill pending) was laid before the Honourable 
Court of Directors, he humbly hopes that his caſe 
will be judged by the law, then known and under- 
ſtood, viz. 24 Geo. III. ſeſs. 2. c. 25. clauſe 63, 
which had determined the period of an officer's 
reſidence in Europe, without forfeiture of his 
rank, to be five years, from the day of his arrival 
in England until his departure for India: and 


* Particularly two officers, ſenior in rank to Lieut. Col. 
Macleod, who both actually had reſigned their rank in the 
infantry, ſo that their re- appointment in that corps was a 
ſuperceſſion to Col. Macleod, and would probably keep him 
three or four years an * [UPCrnumeracy on the cf- 
tabliſhment, | 
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therefore, as the late act of June, 1793 is, 
with reſpect to him, an ex poſt facto law, he 
truſts to be relieved from its _ to his 
prejudice. 

And here Lieut. col. Macleod * 
that, having been prevented from ſharing in the 
hardſhips, and participating in the glories ac- 

quired by his countrymen in the late war, not by 
a want of inclination, but by dire neceſſity, he 
truſts that a due conſideration of theſe unavoid- 
able misfortunes, will not weaken his claim on 
the juſtice and nen, of the emule 
Court. | 
The Petition N 1 Col. Mecleod Jaid 
belies the Court of Directors in July, 1793, was 
accompanied with a Memoir of the Services in 
* which he had been employed; and with Teſti- 
1 monials of his conduct, from Commanders of the 
| higheſt reſpectability: of all which follow copies. 
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TO THE HONOURABLE 
THE COURT OF DIRECTORS 


OF THE 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 


95 8 Tux PETITION or 8 
FIN Cal. D. MACLEOD, of the Madras Infantry, 


e 


Tua T, by the Failure in Buſineſs of thoſe in hols | 
Hands he had intruſted all he had earned in the 
bounteous Service of the Eaſt-India Company, he 
is reduced to very neceſſitous Circumſtances. 

In this unfortunate Situation, he looks up to the 
- Favour and Liberality of his Honourable Maſters, 
in whoſe Service he zealouſly and faithfully ſpent 
Twenty Years of his Life ; as appears by a conciſe 
Memoir hereunto ſubjoined : And, 


„ prays the Honourable the Court of Direc- 
tors will have the Goodneſs to take into 
Conſideration his paſt Services, his pre- 
ſent Misfortune, and, he begs Leave to 

add, his Ability to execute, with Cre- 

dtt to the Service, any Duties that may 

come to his Lot: And that they will be 

ſo indulgent as to permit his returning 

to his Rank and Station in their Ser- 

vice in India. 

(Signed) DON. MACLEOD. 

London, 2d July, 1793- 
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MEMOIR. 


Is the years 1767, 1768, and 1769, during the 
war with Hyder, Mr. Macleod, was an Enſign ; 
and acted for ſome part of the time as Field 
Engineer. 

1771, At the ſiege of Tanjour, a Lieutenant 
of Sepoy grenadiers. 
1772, At the conqueſt of! 
the Marawar countries, with |' 
the European grenadiers. 

1773, At the fiege and 
capture of gs es acted as | N. B. By 5 5 
. Upon” ©: axon 4 miſſion of the com- 

tion againſt the Polygars, he Jo agg W ee 
I Jar Goren 7 volunteered upon 
1778, At the ſiege of Pon. "theſe ſevices, while 
| dicherry, he commanded a: the corps in which 
——_—_ oy I turned 
diers, and gave his aſſiſtance rr in 
e ee s. ; 
1779, 1780, At'the con- | 
queſt of Mahe, and in the 
defence of Tellicherry, he |: 
commanded a battalion of |: 
Sapoy grenadiers. 


I 
* 


1780, 1781, He commanded a corps of pio- 
neers, and the advance-guard of General Goddard's 
army, againſt the Mahrattas. 
1781, 1782 Sir Eyre Coote appointed him to 
the command of a detachment of Sepoy grena- 
diers; and afterwards to the command of a Sepay 
battalion of the line. | 
1783, 1784, He was Quarter-Maſter General - 
of the army under the command of Colonel Fullar- 
ton; and had the charge of the country and 
fortreſs of Dindigul, until the ſame were reſtored 
to Tippoo in September, 1784. 
1786, 1787, He had the command of the 
garriſon of Madura; as alſo of a detachment or- 
dered into the field to bring the Polygars to their 
duty, which was effected by temperate meaſures. 
From the above memorandum, it is evident that 
Mr. Macleod was employed with the moſt active 
troops, and in the moſt dangerons ſituations, upon 
every military expedition within his reach while 
in India. He was at nineteen ſieges, and in eight 
general actions; and was thrice wounded. 


Along with the foregoing Petition and Memoir, 
Mr. Macleod laid before the Honourable the 
Court of Directors the following Teſtimonials of 
his zeal and activity in the proſecution of his du- 
ty; reſpecting which he begs leave co ſay, that 


(#3 


his diſpoſition ever was backward to ſolicit favours, 


and to court applauſe ; and as it is with no ſmall 
degree of reluctance that he brings forward the 


account of the cauſes in which each of them 


following extracts, he would have added a brief 


originated, were he not unwilling to ſay a word 


upon the ſubject, but what he conceives to be ab- 


1 neceffary. 


From General Joſeph Smith to the Governor 
and S of Fort St. George. 
26th February, 1775, 


< This officer, (Lieutenant Macleod) has ſerv- | 
c ed under me ever ſince his arrival in India; 


& and I do with truth aſſure the Honourable Board, 


„ that his zeal, ſpirit, and activity, have been 


ſuch, as to attract my particular notice: for 
c which reaſon I made choice of him at both 
ſieges of Tanjour, to act either in the engineer 
or pioneer corps, both of which are always at- 
tended with ah 3 and er | 


cc 


General Goddard- 
K. B. &c. &c. 


27th December, T 780. 
e This 118 will be delivered to you by Cap- 


e tain Macleod, whom 1 beg leave to recommend 


in a particular manner to your favour and good 


offices. He has, fince the beginning of the 


«preſent eien, acted as commandant of the 


to General Sir Eyre Coote, 


- — 


| oY 

ce pioneer corps, in which laborious and fatiguing 
4 line of ſervice he has behaved with ſo much zeal, 
« induſtry, and activity, and rendered me ſuch eſ- 
« ſential ſervice, in the march of the army from 
% Surat to this place, as claims my warmeſt ap- 
probation. 8 

4 J am extremely concerned at the e 
& which deprives me of his further affiſtance ; but 
« his health has beenſo bad for ſome time paſt, that 
« it is judged abſolutely neceſſary for him to try 
ce the effects of a voyage to ſea; I have therefore 
e given him permiſſion to return to Madras. And 
© I hope, by the time he arrives at that place, he 
« will bave found ſo much benefit from the ſea 
air, as to be able immediately to enter on any 
& ſervice to which you may think proper to * 
« point him.“ 


a 


Note. Macleod, and ſeveral of his party, 8 
after the army encamped before Baſſeen, were ſeiz- 
ed with violent bilious fevers; the conſequence of 
the ſevere duty of making a road for the army 
through a tract of ſome hundred miles, over 
which no troops had ever before marched with ar- 
tillery. When the humane General Goddard had 
the goodneſs, unſolicited, to put the letter, of 
which the aboye is a copy, into his hand at part- 
ing, he was ſo very ill, as to be incapable of com- 
- Prehending its contents. He was not many days 


at ſea, however, before his health took a favours 
| 8 
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able tum and he returned AER to the 
frvice of the field; and was able to lead the ad- 
vance-guard of the army up the Gauts, on the 
night we drove the Mahrattas from all their poſts 


on the face of the mountains, and from their 


camp on the ſummits of them. Notwithſtand- 
ing his great reſpect for General Goddard, he did 


not deliver his letter to Sir Eyre Coote, ſatisfied 


that he required no ſecond-hand recommendation 
to that General, when acting under his own 
eye on active ſervice. 


From the Right Honourable Lord Macartney y 
Governor, &c.—to Captain Macleod, Dindigul. 


Fort St. George, iſt July, 1784. 
* Major Sydenham has - ſhewn me your letter 
eto him, of the 17th of laſt month, which con- 


„ tains very intereſting information, and confirms 
_ © the propriety of Colonel Fullarton's choice, in 


< intruſting to your vigilance the cuſtody of a 
« frontier poſt, which T 1ppoo en is deſirous 
% to obtain. | 

„The juſtice and aiif of your command 
6e will, by attaching the people to our govern- 


e ment, contribute to your ſafety, and leave an 


« impreſſion on their minds, which, in caſe of fu- 


*<ture wars, may turn to advantage. It may ſuir 
e the haughty character, or deſperate circum- 
<.flances, of Navas Beg to bring on hoſtilities, ei- 
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ether by endeavouring, as you have diſcovered, 
« to lead you into the ideas of the facility of his 
6 defeat, from the weakneſs of his numbers; or, 
< perhaps, by other provocations ; but your pru- 
& dence and foreſight will cradle you to counter- 
< act ew bogus.” 4 


80 th e Government to Captain Macleod. 


Fort St. George, 29th, March, 1785. 

TR Board very willingly bear teſtimony to 

„ your merit and ſervices, and will be well pleaſ- 

c ed to ſhow their ſenſe of them, when an oppor- 

© tunity offers that ſhall enable them, conſiſtently 
„ with the rules of the Company's ſervice.” 


From General Sir Archibald Campbell, K. B.—to 

William Devaynes, Eqſ. July 2oth, 1790. 

* Itis a juſtice which I owe Major Macleod, 
cc to aſſure you, for the information of the Ho- 
„ nourable Court, that, his not being recom-- 
© mended to their favourable attention, did not 
t proceed from any defect in his claim to ſuch a 
recommendation, but to an omiſſion on his 
part, in neglecting to make the application. 

The character and abilities of this gallant 
* officer ſtand fo high in the Honourable Com- 
6 pany's ſervice, that, I am perſuaded, it only re- 
«© quires to have this circumſtance made known 
to the Court of Directors, to ſecure him their 


* indulgent mitn to return with his rank to 
£ India,” 


” * 
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'F rom 8 Horne's Letter to William 


Devaynes, Eſq. 
Dated zoth Sept. 1787. 
« "OM Macleod, who will have the honour of 
delivering this letter to you, having ſerved 
many years, with diſtinguiſhed reputation, in this 
country; and being a gentleman of reſpectable 
talents, whoſe obſervations have not been con- 


© fined to the circumſcribed ſphere of his imme- 
* diate duties, I have therfore taken the liberty 
« of introducing him to your acquaintance, as a 
perſon, whoſe information in regard to the 


Company's affairs in general, but eſpecially 
what concerns the political fituation, and the 
military eſtabliſhment of the coaſt, you will find 


* extenſive, and may depend upon as authentic.” 
General Horne having explained in the ſaid let- 
ter, the injuſtice done 'to a conſiderable body of 

the troops, by paying them in baſe coin, upon 

which they immediately loſt g per cent: fays : 

«© Before I diſmiſs this ſubje& I muſt obſerve, 

* that the gentleman who, conveys this letter to 


you, commanded a battalion of Sepoys, at that 
time, and offered, with the zeal and accuracy 


which marked his conduct, to prove to Govern- 


ment, the loſs his corps ſuſtained by being paid 
in that coin, amounted to upwards of 5000 


pagod aS. 


And after detailing at ſome length the circum- 
ſſtances which attended the long arrears due ta 
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the army, and the diſcounting of the fame with 
| a loſs to the troops of 40 per cent., General 
| Horne adds, I ſhall quit this unpleaſant 


cc 
4e 
« 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
« 
cc 
66 
cc 


6c 
ci 


cc 


ſubject for a taſk-more congenial to my diſpoſi- 
tion, in relating the conduct of an officer, as it 
formed a ſtriking contraſt with that of Govern- 
ment, and places in the ſtrongeſt light the ini- 
quity of the order which I mentioned; a gen- 


tleman in the command of a battalion, who, by 


his uniform attention to its intereſts, had gain- 


ed the eſteem of his corps, ſtruck with the in- 


juſtice offered to it by the above arrangement, 
and honourably feeling his own character in- 
volved in the failure of the faith of Government, 
from being inſtrumental in confirming the re- 
liance of the Sepoys upon it, by giving them 
his affurances and belief of its integrity, gene- 
rouſly offered to undertake a voyage to Bengal, 
to convey all their certificates thither, to nego- 
tiate their diſcharge, and to return with the full 
amount, which he engaged to pay them with- 
out any deduction. The battalion gratefully 
acquieſced. The gentleman obtained permiſ- 
ſion to go to Bengal: he returned in a few 


months, and fulfilled his promiſe. Tour diſ- 


cernment will lead you to imagine, that Major 
Macleod is the honourable character I have 
deſcribed.” 4 | 


Note. The above extracts from General Horne's 
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Letter to Mr. Devaynes, were not inſerted a- 
mong . the Teſtimonials adduced in ſummer 
1793 ; but the Hon. Chairman has been pleaſ- 
ed to permit the Colonel to bring them now 


forward, as a further corroboration of the zeal 


and honourable principles which marked his 
conduct in the ſervice. 


1 General Sir Hector 1 K. B. —to 
William Devaynes, Eſq. 
15th May, 1793. 
« T yavs the honour to incloſe to you a letter 
cc which I received from Colonel Macleod, with 
c a ſhortaccount of ſome circumſtances reſpecting 
ce himſelf in India. a 
6 Having no expeCtation that any recommenda- 
< tion of mine would forward Colonel Macleod's 
views at preſent, I only, in juſtice to a meritori- 
ce ous man, and as good an officer as is in any ſer- 
ce vice whatever, take the liberty to ſay, that he 
e has ſtated facts as the really happened, during 
* my command in Ina: and beg leave to add, 
&« that if he ſucceeds iÞ the requeſt he is to make 
to the Honourable tae Court of Directors, it 
will give me real ſatisfaction to find merit re- 


N 


_ 


cc 


« warded; and the only regret that I ſhall feel in 


that caſe, will be my not having had it in my 
power to be an active inſtrument in accompliſh- 

15 ing his wiſnes. 
I have the honour, & c. 


(Signed) HEC TOR Munzo” 


— 


1 
The following is a copy of the paper, to which 


Sir Hector Munro alluded in the foregoing 


letter. 

« General Sir Hector Munro bud Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Macleod, then a Captain, to the 
command of a battalion of grenadier Sepoys, with 
the army employed in the reduction of Pondicher- 
ry, in 1778; and the corps of engineer officers 
being greatly weakened by death and wounds up- 
on that ſervice, the General did him the honour to 
deſire he would give his aſſiſtance as Engineer. 

& Pondicherry being captured, General Munro 
permitted Captain Macleod to go in the com- 


mand of a corps of grenadiers, upon the expedition 
againſt the French {ettlements on the Malabar 


It may alſo be conf ſtent with Sir Hector's 
knowledge, that Sir Eyre Coote appointed Cap- 
tain Macleod to the command of the 6th battalion 
of Sepoys, which corps had been fo very remark- 
able for unmilitary conduct, * and for want of diſ- 
cipline, before Macleod had the command of it, 
that Sir Hector had judged it proper to threaten 
to reduce it, and to have its number ſtruck out of 
the ſervice; but the exertions of Captain Macleod 
brought that battalion, in a ſhort period, into ſuch 


* This corps had been employed for ſeveral years in 
ſmall detached parties, without its European officers, in the 
collection of the ** revenues. | 
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order, as to be conſidered che firſt to be depended 


on, upon any e. of all * native corps of 
the Southern army.“ 


Lieutenant Colonel Macleod having had the 
appointment of Quarter-Maſter ( General, and other 
appointments of official importance under the 
command of Colonel Fullarton, the following cir- 
cumſtances reſpecting him, are well known to that 
officer. 

„ The 6th battalion of Sepoys, to the com- 
mand of which Macleod had been appointed a 
ſhort time before Colonel Fullarton joined the 
Southern army, had the worſt character of any 
corps in the farmy : it never had been brought to 
to a tolerable degree of diſcipline; it behaved ſo 
mutinoufly, and otherwiſe ſo very unſoldierly, 
Ll while the army was before Negapatam, that Ge- 
= neral Sir Hector Munro propoſed to Sir Eyre 
| Coote to reduce it. Macleod ventures to lay, 
| however, that by the time he was fix months in 
the command of that corps, Colonel Fullarton had 

{pecial dependence on its good behaviour. | 

© By the diſtreſſed fituation, to which the Com- 
pany's finances on the coaſt of Coromandel were 
reduced in 1782, 1783, 1784. and 1785, the Gth 

| battalion was 18 months in arrears of pay and 
batta; but Macleod's aſſiduous attention to alle- 
viate the diſtreſs of his corps, and to do every 
Juſtice to the ſoldiers intruſted to his charge, kept, 


„„ 
during that long and ſevere trial, the men to their 
duty; and finally ſecured their confidence in his 
advice and exertions ſo far, that, greatly diſtreſſed 
as they were for want of means to ſubſiſt them- 
ſelves and their families, the 6th battalion was the 
only corps in the Southern Provinces which did 
not diſcount its arrears, with the enormous loſs of 
40 per cent. And a ſhort time after his promo- 
tion had removed Macleod from the command of 
the 6th battalion, he had the very cordial ſatisfac- 
tion to ſee the corps ratified, for their faithful 
reſignation under the general diſtreſs, and for their 
confidence in their commanding officer, by the full 
payment of all their arrears, which he brought from 
Calcutta to Tritchinopoly in ſpecie for them. 

Colonel Fullarton's vigorous operations in 
the field in 1783, did not admit of his taking 
time. to enter upon revenue arrangements, in the 
diſtricts which he had conquered from Tippoo's 
government. When the Southern army marched 
to reinforce the troops oppoſed to the French at 
' Cuddalore, Colonel Fullerton intruſted the im- 
portant command of the fort and province of Din- 
digul to Macleod, who in a very ſhort time had 
the good fortune to rout and drive out of the 
Country conſiderable parties of the enemy, and to 
prevail upon all the ſurrounding Polygar chiefs to - 
put themſelves under the protection of the Compa- 
ny, and to engage to pay the uſual tributes to 


Government. th | 
D 
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London, June 24th, 1703. The particu- 


“ lars above ſtated are perfectly in my recollec- 


e tion; and it affords me great ſatisfaction to 
© have an opportunity of bearing teſtimony to 
<« the diſtinguiſhed ſervices and military merits 
« of Lieutenant Colonel Donald Macteod. 
(Signed) W. FUr LARTON.“ 


In the foregoing repreſentation, Lieut. Col. 
Macleod has endeavoured to give a plain and true 
ſtate of his Caſe. 

Were he not-averſe to the gien of prolixi- 
ty and oſtentation, he could bring forward a cor- 
reſpondence which would ſtill further evince his 
honeſt zeal and ſtrenuous endeavours for the pre- 
ſervation of that character for juſtice and humanity, 
which (notwithſtanding ſome wretched excep- 
tions) has endeared the * to the natives of 
India. 

He hopes the following facts will be admitted 
as inſtances of his attention to propriety, and to 
the juſtice due to his employers. 

To the ſatisfaction of his ſuperiors, he conduct- 


ed the duties of Paymaſter, Agent-Vicualler, | 
Storekeeper, and Grainkeeper at Dindigul, which 


was the depot to the army which invaded the ene- | 


my's country from the fouthern provinces, in 
1783 and 1984 ;—and for all garriſon and other 


charges incident to the management of theſe va- 


rious departments, he charged only L. 25. 9s. 228 
month. 


„* 


* 

Fe ſettled a juſt and vouched account, without 
loſs or deduction, for a conſiderable quantity of 
grain, which came under his charge for the uſe of 
the army. | | 

In a moſt critical period of the war, in 1783 and 
and 1784, he was left in the charge of the fort and 
province of Dindigul, with a detachment of na- 
tive traops, deſtitute of pay and proviſions, in 
the face of a very conſiderable force of the ene- 
my but his zeal and activity in this trying ſitu- 
ation, furniſned him with reſources not only to 
ſupport his own party, but to baffle all attempts of 
the enemy. Upon this occaſion, he not only laid 
out every ſhilling he had of his own, but he was 
obliged to borrow money at high intereſt, to keep 
his troops from mutiny and deſertion. He pur- 
chaſed grain to the amount of /.1280, upon which 
the Company had 20 per cent. profit, at the rate 
it was charged to the troops; and inſtead of being 
allowed a certain commiſſion for advances, as was 
cuſtomary for ſervants in the civil line, he was 
refuſed payment of the legal intereſt, for one year 
and eight months, of C. 4120, from the day the 
whole of that ſum was laid out by him, and other- 
wiſe due to him for his pay; he being two years in 
arrears at the end of the war. 7 

In December, 1793, Col. Fullarton command- 
ing the ſouthern forces, appointed him Quarter- 
Maſter-General to that army; but the pay allotted 
to that office has been refuſed to him. 
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_ Lieut. Col. Macleod will make no aſſertions 
which he cannot prove; and a peruſal of the ac- 
counts, and his correſpondence with the Govern- 
ment of Madras, Colonel Fullarton, and others 
in official ſtations, will clearly evince the foregoing 


facts. 


And he can aver, that any advantages which 
accrued to him in the ſervice, were owing to the 


' generous encouragement which his ſuperiors gave 


to his zeal and exertions in the proſecution of his 
duty. He can declare that, within the bounds of 
the territories of the Company, or of the Nabob 
of Arcot, he never acquired or ſaved a ſhilling : 
the little money which he brought from India, he 
fairly and openly gained from the enemies of his 
country. | 

Though Lieut. Col. Macleod has ſuffered as 
much as any officer of his ſtanding in the ſervice, 
by wounds and by fickneſs contracted in conſe- 
quence of ſevere duty, and the unhealthineſs of 
the climate, he thinks his conſtitution is as equal 
to the duties of his ſtation, as that of any one of 
the field officers of the Madras eſtabliſhment. 

In cloſing this repreſentation, Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Macleod begs leave to hope, that although 
he had not the good fortune, during the period 
of his paſt ſervices, to perform brilliant exploits, | 
which might attract the public notice, his zeal and 
aſſiduity for the honour, and for the benefit of 
the Honourable Company, are ſufficiently confpi- 
cuous : and when now arrived at a rank which 


5 „ 


may afford ample room for the uſeful exertions of 
his diligence and thorough knowlege of the ſer- 
vice, he humbly hopes the Honourable Court of 
Directors will not reje& his moſt earneſt requeſt 
to return to the ſervice, 


DON. MACLEOD, 
Lieut, Col. Madras Infantry. 


The foregoing particulars, excepting the para- 
graphs from General Horne's Letter to Mr. De- 
vaynes, were laid before the Honourable Directors 
in ſummer 1793 ; and Lieutenant Colonel Mac- 
| leod's exertions that ſeaſon and laſt ſpring, to 
bring the Honourable Court to a conſideration 
of his caſe proving abortive ; he now again begs 
leave to ſolicit their attention. 

And, ſenfible that the unbiaſſed ſentiments of 
thoſe gentlemen of the Madras army, to whoſe 
ability and honour their brother officers abroad 
have intruſted the ſuperintending care of their 
deareſt intereſts, muſt have either of two effects, 
to wit; the affixing the indelible ſtamp of fair juſ- 
tice to his claim on the favourable conſideration 
of his honourable maſters; or to expoſe the futi- 
lity of his flattering hopes, and for ever to diſſipate 
every idea of procuring any redreſs from the Ho- 
nourable Company; he requeſted of Col. Sir Hen- 
ry Coſby, Lieut. Col. Sydenham of the Madras 
artillery, Captain Macaliſter of the cavalry, and 
Captain Foulis of the infantry, to oblige him with 


( 8 1 


their opinions reſpecting his preſent ſolicitations 
to return to his rank on the Madras eſtabliſhment, 
and theſe officers have done him the honour and 
juſtice, fully to give their ſentiments upon the ſub- 
ject 1 in the following terms. 


From Colonel Sir Henry Colby. 


40 Dear Sir, Portland Place, Dec. 5th, 1794. 
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“ I HAVE received your letter of the 2oth 
ult ; and am much concerned to find, that an 
officer of your long ſtanding and experience in 
the Honourable Company's ſervice, ſhould, in 
conſequence of the preſent adopted ſyſtem, find 
a difficulty in obtaining permiſſion to return to 
your rank on the liſt of the Madras army ; for 
however proper ſuch a regulation may be as to 
to general caſes, vous appears to me to be one 
of thoſe that warrants an exception. If, in ad- 
dition to the above favourable circumſtance, it 
may be thought neceſſary to produce teſtimo- 
nials of your zeal, ſpirit, and abilities as an of- 
ficer, I can with the ſtricteſt propriety declare, 
that in every inſtance which came within my 
knowledge whilſt I was Adjutant - General of the 
army, your conduct was highly meritorious; 


“and ſo much ſo when I had the honour of having 


you with me on an expedition of conſiderable 
importance, that I felt it my duty to return you 


te thanks in general orders; allow me alſo to add, 


E 


ce that there are few, if any, who have been on 
cc more ſevere ſervice than yourſelf, or who have 
ce ſuffered more in conſequence of conflicts, hav- 
ing to my knowledge been twice badly wound- 
ic ed. „ | 

It is hardly poſſible for me to ſay how far 
« your returning to the ſervice might be deemed 

E a ſuperſeſſion or not, by your brother officers in 
India; but I have that opinion of their liberali- 
« ty, which encourages me to think they would 
c not feel it an act of injuſtice ; but rather view- 
« ing it as a caſe of neceſſity, and which from 
«© unforeſeen accidents might ſome day happen 
& to be their own, would receive you with regard 
« and cordiality. | 
„ Wiſhing you ſucceſs, I — with much 
<< eſteem, 


% Dear Sir, 
« Your very obedient humble ſervant, 
(Signed) « H. A. M. Css r.“ 


Lieut. Col. Macleod. 


"VER Lieut. Col. Sydenham. 

Sir, _ Somer-ſtreet, 26th Nov. 1794. 
I fave had the honour to receive your letter 
« of the 22d, requeſting me to ſtate the opinion 
Which I know the officers of the Coaſt army en- 
* tertain of your character, and whether or not 
there 1s ground to think that your returning to 
your rank among them would be conſidered as 
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an injuſtice offered to them, or an injury to the 
ſervice in general. — In anſwer to which, I have 
great pleaſure in an opportunity of ſaying, that 


* from my own knowledge of your character and 


military ſervices, they are entitled to the high- 
eſt degree of public credit, and although it 
would be great preſumption in me to judge for 
others, or to {ay what effect your return may or 
or may not have on the minds of the officers of 


your own line, eſpecially thoſe whole rank and 
cc 


proſpects will more immediately be affected 


by it; yet of this I am certain, that no perſon 


ſtands higher than you do in the general 
eſtimation of the army on the Coaſt ; and that 
the public ſervice cannot fail of benefiting by 
the acquiſition of an officer of your experience, 
poſſeſſing alſo a perfect knowledge of the nature 
and mode of carrying on the ſervice in that 
country. I am, with much eſteem, Sir, 
C Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

(Signed) W. SrDENHAM.“ 

Lieut. Col. D. Macleod. 


From Captain Keith Macaliſter. 
Or. London, 26th Nov. 1794. 

* I Have the honour to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 24th inſtant, requeſt- 
ing my opinion of the ſentiments of the officers 
of the Madras army reſpecting your character; 
and whether or not your returning with your 
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rank among them would be conſidered as an 


injuſtice to them, or an _ to the ſervice 
in general. 


It is with ſincere regret I am led to appre- 


hend, from the tenor of your letter, that from 
a miſconception of circumſtances, the ſervice 


tuation. Iti is however conſiſtent with my know- 
ledge, that the ſentiments of the officers of the 


firſt reſpectability in the Madras army are high- 
ly honourable to your reputation; and during 


the late war with Tippoo, when your return 
to India was expected, they uniformly expreſ-· 
ſed their moſt earneſt wiſhes for your arrival, 
which they conſidered of conſequence to the 
public ſervice, from the very few field- of- 


ficers of local experience then ſerving in the 
army. | 


„ have the Pans to be, with great reſpedt, 


£66 Ca 
c Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


(Signed) . KEITH MACALISTER.” 


To Lieut Col. Donald Macleod, 
Of the Madras eſtabliſhment, 


E 


is likely to loſe the benefit of an officer of your 
long experience and proved merit ;—and it 
would afford me real ſatisfaction, if any candid 
teſtimony of mine, in ſupport of your charac- 
ter, would have any weight in your preſent ſi- 


ce 
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cc 
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From Captain Alex. Foulis. 


> Col. "ag Macleod. 
„ Sir, 


% 


= Inavs been favoured with your letter of 
ic, the 25th, deſiring me to ſtate the opinion enter- 
| tained of you by the officers in general on the 
cc 


eſtabliſhment of Madras; and whether or not 


there is ground to think that your returning to 


« your rank among them would be conſidered as 


cc 


cc 
«c 
cc 
CE 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


6 


cc. 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


© an injuſtice to them, or an injury to the ſervice. 


To the firſt queſtion : I can ſpeak decidedly ; 


and I feel much gratification in the opportunity 


afforded me of contributing my humble teſtimo- 
ny to merits, which have made a very laſting 


impreſſion on the minds of your brother officers, 


by whom, during a long courſe of active, zeal- 


ous, and ſucceſsful ſervice, you were uniformly 
acknowledged as a pattern of profeſſional ability 


and private worth : and this opinion, I can aſ- 
ſert, from unbiaſſed obſervation, and a ſeries of 
perſonal communication, was not confined to 


your countrymen in India, but very generally 


pervaded the native ſoldiery, who have repeated- 
ly acquired diſtinguiſhed reputation under the 


direction of your judgment and gallantry; and 


5 


whoſe confidence you had fully ſecured, by an 
attention at all times liberally awake to their 
comfort and happineſs, but eſſ pecially at that 
diſtreſsful period, when the exigency of the ſtate 


reduced the Sepoy line to unparalleled miſery :— 


ec 
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all, Sir, witneſſed your exertions on that trying 


occaſion: your individual credit was the ſole 
ſupport of your battalion for many mouths; 
while your ſteady conduct preſerved not only the 
diſcipline, but the attachment likewiſe, of thoſe 
under your command to a ſervice, which they 


were induced to abandon by the moſt enticing 


.offers from our powerful enemies, 


« As to your ſecond queſtion, I can only anſwer 
for myſelf ; and I do not hefitate to ſay, that I 
look upon your - reſtoration to your rank, as a 


point of natural juſtice, which cannot, on a due 
retroſpect of the peculiarities of your caſe, be 


with-held from you; and ſo far from conſidering 
it an injury to the ſervice, I humbly conceive it 
muſt derive effential benefit from an officer of 


your {kill, ſpirit, and integrity, being reſtored 


to it. 
How far your return to Ladis n your rank 
may be conſidered as a ſuperſeſſion by your bro- 


ther officers, I muſt ſpeak more guardedly. 
Were I to judge of their ſentiment by my own, 
and in the deciſion of the queſtion, it muſt be 


allowed J have an equal intereſt with them, I 
would aſſert that no ſuch idea is likely to be 


formed by the liberal and reſpectable; and I add 
with pride, that no army in the world poſſeſſes a 


greater proportion of that deſcription than the ar- 
my of the Eaſt India Company. A circumſtance 


which I can narrate with all the confidence of 
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« truth, may. perhaps have weight in inducing a 
tc favourable deciſion on your behalf. During the 


< late war, when the narrow ſcale on which our 


<« eſtabliſhment is formed, rendered a want of the 


« neceſſary number of field-officers for the details 
< of ſervice often felt, I have heard it repeatedly 


de regretted by many of our moſt competent 
cc Judges, that you were abſent at a time when 
* important advantages might have been derived 
ce from your local knowledge and enterpriſing 
« mind; from this circumſtance, from the eſti- 


“ mation you are held in by all ranks in India, 


C from the peculiar hardſhips: of your caſe, from 
e the fancied operation of an ex poſt facto law 
% againſt. you, and above all, from the claim 
&« you have on the moſt liberal conſideration of 


our honourable maſters and our brother officers ; 
I think I may venture to ſay, that however 


« unpalatable ſuperſeſſion muſt ever be, and how- 
% ever much we are beholden to the Honourable 
«« Court of Directors for their diſpoſition to guard 


* againſt it, there is little cauſe to apprehend that 
hour return to India with your rank, will be 
6 deemed either a ſuperſeſſion or an injury by the 


** officers of the Madras army. 
IJ have the honour to be, with much eſteem, 
| i: 9G! ©: 
« Your moſt obedient, winds 3 
(Signed) % ALEXANDER r. 


Agent for Officers, Madras army.“ 
Berners-freet, Nov. 26th, 1794. 
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APPENDIX. 


Ix ſummer 1793, Lieut. Col. Macleod ſpent 


three months in ſoliciting the Honourable Court 
of Directors to permit him to return to his duty 


and ſtation in the Company's ſervice in India. 


In the winter of 1794, he again returned from 


Scotland to urge the recovery of his rank in the 


Eaſt-India ſervice; —but all his exertions for four 
months proved as ineffectual as his endeavours the 


preceding year. 


He returned a third time in October 1794 and 
after anxiouſly waſting ſix months in applications 
and ſolicitations; in April 1795, the Honourable 
Chairman gave him to underſtand, that he would 
in a few days procure the opinion of the Court of 
Directors upon his Petition. — On this occaſion 
Lieut. Col. Macleod thought it neceffary to addrels 
a letter, of which che following is a copy: 


To“ Sir Stephen ne Bart. Chairman, 
&c. Eaſt- India Houſe. 
7 Sir, 


* As the ſeveral repreſentations by which I 
endeavoured to convey to the Honourable Court 


of Directors, a juſt idea of my pretenſions on the 


„„ 


Company's ſervice, may not come in one direct 
and conciſe view before your Committee of Cor- 
reſpondence; I hope to be excuſed for troubling 
you with this letter, to ſay that I mean the origi- 
nal Petition which I addreſſed to the Honourable 
Court of Directors in July 1793, and the printed 
ſtatement of my caſe, which I lately preſented to 
you, Sir, ſhould de conſidered as ſetting forth the 
chief grounds, on my fide of the queſtion, to em 
a judgment of the caſe. 

66 And, I beg leave here to add a few obſerva- 
tions, which 1 truſt will be found to accord with 
the circumſtances on which 'my claims to the libe- 
ral and favourable conſideration of the Honourable 
Court of Directors reſt. 

J aver, that I never relinquiſhed the . of 
the Honourable Company —preſuming that the 
neceſſity of reſignation before I could quit India, 
will not be conſidered in that light; — but that I 
held myſelf in readineſs to return to my duty 
in India, from and after the date of my letter of 
September, 1791, to Mr. Secretary Ramſay. I 
acknowledge, however, that having been by cir- 
cumſtances of a private nature (which were to me - 
inivitable accidents) prevented from going to India 


in 1791.— 1 did determine in my own mind, and 


without making any official or public declaration, 
not to trouble the Court of DireQors further 
on the buſineſs. — Vet, I truſt this candid con- 
feſſion will not be taken as a relinquiſnment of 
the ſervice, | 


[ & ] 


When the unfortunate, and precarious ſitua- 
tion in which my property was, and {till is in- 
volved, rendered it abſolutely neceſſary for me to 
return to the ſervice; and when J preferred a 
Petition to that purpoſe, before the Honourable 
Court of Directors, in the hope of being permit- 
ted to return to India by one of the ſhips. then 
preparing for a voyage, I had not been five years 
in Europe. — This is one of che circumſtances 
which renders my caſe fingular—and may I be in- 
dulged to obſerve further, that the moſt animating 
inducement to meritorious conduct on the part of 
the Company's officers, is a confidence that ſuch 
will aſſuredly ſecure to them the diſtinguiſhed ap- 
probation and generous attention of their Hon- 
ourable Maſters And I truſt to incur no impu- 
tation of arrogating to myſelf undeſerved merit, 
when I preſume to hope that my zealous exertions 
to promote the intereſt of the Company, and to 
ſupport the dignity and credit of their ſervice, 
give me a fair claim on the liberal conſideration of 
the Honourable Court of Directors. 


I have the honour to be, moſt reſpeAtully, 
| Sir, 


Your moſt obedient faithful ſervant, 


(signed) DON. . MACLEOD. 


Lieut. Col. Madras Infantry.” 
20th April, 17953. 
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The following was the deciſion of the Hon. 
Court of Directors on Lieut. Col. Macleod's 
Fetition. 


, 

4 THE Court of Directors of the Eaſt - India 
“% Company have taken into conſideration your 
«© Memorial, explaining the cauſes which have 


«detained you in England, and requeſting leave 
«to return with your rank in the Company's ſer- 


c vice at Fort St. George, and I have received 
* the Court's commands to acquaint you, that as 


< jt does not appear to them, that your return to 
« your duty has been prevented by ſickneſs or 


e infirmity, or ſome inevitable accident, which 
« 1s required by the Act of the 33d of His 
e preſent Majeſty, chap. 52. ſec. 70, they cannot 
* comply with your requeſt. 
1 amp Sir, | 
6 Your moſt obedient, humble rent, 
(Signed) W. Ramſay, Sec.” 


Eaſt-India Houſe, 


the Ist May, 1795.” 


Being determined, however, to uſe every law- 
ful meaſure to maintain a military rank which he 
had reputably acquired by twenty years ſervice in 
India; Lieut. Col. Macleod returned to London, 
a fourth time on that buſineſs, in Dec. 1795: And 
conceiving by the above anſwer from the Hon. 


1 


Court of Eaſt-India Directors, that it was neceffary 
for him to procure relief from the injury to which 
the ſaid Act of Parliament was ſuppoſed to ſubject 
him; he addreſſed a letter, of which the following 
is a copy: | 


« To the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, 
| &c. &c. &c. 


« 8 
“ Convinced as I am that your time is tho- 
© roughly engroſſed by the moſt ſerious national 


yield to the neceſſity of my private ſituation, 
which obliges me to obtrude upon you for a 
% moment. 


«© The Court af Eaſt-India Pede has been 
* pleaſed to acquaint me that by the act of the 33d 


of His preſent Majeſty, they are reſtrained from 
** employing me in the e of the Company in 
6 India.” 

<6."'Ehe juſtice and generoſity of the Honour- 
© able Gentlemen, who preſently preſide at the 
e head of the Court of Directors, having led 


te them to mention my hard fituation to you, Sir, 


6 I ſhall therefore only preſume to ſay, that, if 
<* my paſt ſervices give me any claim to a favour- 
* able confideration, I can ſafely declare that 
« thoſe active qualities, which may have proved 


me an uſeful ſervant to the Company, and 


F 


concerns, it is with extreme reluctance that 1 
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ta}. 
ce which procured to me the good opinion of my 
«© Commanders, have not yet failed me. This 
“ circumſtance will, 1 know, have its weight with 
« a Miniſter who has paid ſo much attention to 
cc the public intereſt in India. 
« The humble requeſt which I preſume to 


66 make to you, Sir, is, your permiſſion and coun- 


< tenance to my preferring a petition to the Houſe 
6 of Commons for relief from the rigorous con- 


« ſtruction of the ſaid Act of Parliament, which, 
« with reſpec t to me * in fact, an ex poſt facto 


© law. 


< have the honour to be, with the moſt 


We perfect reſpect and eſteem, 


<< Sir, 
« Your moſt obedient, and 
<« faithful humble ſervant, 
(Signed) DON. MACLEOD, 
Lieut. Col. Madras Infantry.“ 


No. 19, Brewer Street, 19th Dec. I795. 


The Minificr was pleaſed to make it known to 
Col. Macleod, that he had no objection to his 
requeſt: And as Parliament was prorogued about 
the time, the Colonel repaired, during the receſs, 
to his family in Scotland: In the beginning of 
February, 1796, he returned to London: and 


learning the Miniſter's opinion to be that it lay 
with the India Board and the Court of Directors 


1 

to do him juſtice; and that his caſe was to be 
reconſidered ;—and further underſtanding, that 
certain material papers explanatory of his buſineſs, 
had not appeared in an official manner before the 
Court of Directors, when the deciſion on his caſe 
under date the 1ſt May, 1795, paſſed, he thought 
it neceſſary to addreſs the following letter to, 


Sir Steven Luſhington, Bart. Chairman, &c. 
Eaſt- Ind ia-Houſe. 
, . 

I beg of you to believe that I feel it 
not the leaſt irkſome of the many unpleaſant cir- 
cumſtances attending my preſent ſituation, that 
I am neceſſitated to trouble you ſo frequently. _ 

I underſtood that the petition and ſhort memoir 
which appeared before the Hon. Court of Direc- 
tors, in ſummer 1793, are the only papers which 
are conſidered as coming OFFICIALLY before the 
Court, relative to my application to return to my 
duty in the Company's ſervice : But, I hope you 
will give me leave to refer it to your judgment 

Should the Honourable Court be ſo indulgent as to 
_ reconſider my caſe—whether the letter which 1 
had the honour to addreſs to you, under date the 
20th April, 1795, and the printed ſtatement of 
my caſe, as alſo this addreſs, ought not to be ad- 
1 " 
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mitted, agreeably to the idea which led me to pre- 
ſent them, as officially offered to the conſideration 
of the Honourable Court. I incloſe herewith a 
copy of my letter of laſt April, alſo a copy of the 
printed ſtatement of my caſe. 


I would fain hope, Sir, that this ſhall be the 


laſt time I will trouble the Honourable Court 
upon this ſubje& : and before I conclude, I beg 
leave to make a few obſervations which I conceive 


to be applicable to my caſe. 


It is ſelf-evident that, ſituated as I was, it was 


impoſſible for me to have foreſeen the ſuppoſed 


effect of the act of Parliament of June, 1793, with 


reſpect to my right as an officer in the Company's 


ſervice. I have good authority to ſay, that in my 
caſe, it abſolutely is an ex poſt facto law.—By the 


law then known, viz. 24 Geo, III. ſeſſ. 2. c. 25, 


clauſe 63, an officer was eligible to his rank in the 
ſervice provided he did not reſide 1 in Europe five 
years from the day on which he arrived in Eng- 
land: but, may J aſk, if the act of June, 1793. 
immediately on being paſſed, deprived me of that 
right. I humbly preſume that a law is never 


intended to injure an innocent ſubject or to de- 


deprive him of his rights. And I have the hap- 
pineſs to underſtand that this late act, wiſely and 


liberally, gives a latitude to the Honourable Court 


of Directors, to act conformably to the principles 
of juſtice and generoſity, reſpecting the ſervants of 


the Company by leaving it to the opinion of 
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1 
the Court, even in a caſe where an officer has ex- 
ceeded the time limited by law whether or not 
ſuch circumſtance was owing to ** ſickneſs, infir- 
« mity, or inevitable accident.“ 

With reſpect to my caſe, I can bring proof 
that it was owing to the ſickneſs of the dear- 
eſt connection, that I did not proceed for India 
in the beginning of 1791—and I can declare in 
the moſt ſolemn manner that I was totally ignorant 
of the act of June, 1793, until I was appriſed of 
it ſome weeks after I commenced my ſolicitations, 
and gave in a FR for permiſſion to return to 
the ſervice, 

I have the honour to be, with the moſt perfect 
| reſpect and eſteem, | 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
faithful humble ſervant, 


(Signed) DON. MACLEOD. 


19, n 22d Feb. 1796. 
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